
Mr.   Mike   Falasz  
Remote   Learning   Teacher  
ELA/Independent   Reading  

Grades   6,   7,   and   8   
mfalasz@itasca10.org  

Google   Voice:   (630)   344-9241  
 

Remote   Learning  
I   am   dedicated   to   working   with   your   child   and   his/her   class   for   the   entire   period   on   the   schedule.    This  
means   a   class   meeting   on   Google   Meet   to   start   every   period   -   time   for   me   to   interact   with   students   face  
to   face   to   deliver   instruction   and   take   questions.   During   the   student   work   time,   I   am   conferencing   on  
Meet   with   individuals   and   small   groups   to   differentiate   learning.   I   monitor   their   screens   and   can   chat  
with   them   on   a   program   called   Go   Guardian.   I   also   keep   an   eye   on   emails   at   this   time   in   case   students  
contact   me   there.   In   other   words,   I   am   available   to   your   child   throughout   the   entire   hour   and   am   working  
that   whole   time   to   listen   to   the   kids   so   that   I   can   provide   feedback   and   coaching.  
 
As   the   remote   learning   teacher   for   all   3   grades   this   year,   I   am   continually   working   with   the   in-person  
teachers   to   provide   your   child   with   the   best   literacy   program   that   I   can   put   together   for   them.   I   meet   with  
these   teachers   regularly   to   have   conversations   about   lesson   plans,   assessments,   and   overall   goals.  
While   my   remote   learning   content   or   text   choice   may   need   to   be   adapted   somewhat   from   what   happens  
in   person,   be   assured   that   I   am   aware   of   and   adhering   to   all   of   the   same   Common   Core   standards   for  
each   grade   level   that   are   consistent   with   the   in-person   program.   
 

 
Classroom   Expectations  

● Show   up   to   the   daily   Google   Meet   on   time  
● Use   only   your   school   device   during   class   time  
● Put   forth   your   best   effort   in   everything   you   do  

● Turn   in   your   work   in   a   timely   manner  
● Learn   from   your   mistakes   and   try   again   

 

Reading  
● One   major   goal   is   to   teach   transferable  

reading   skills   that   can   be   applied   to   any  
fictional   and/or   informational   text   rather  
than   content-based   memorization.   

● We   will   read   a   variety   of   texts   from  
diverse   writers   with   a   range   of   voices   and  
topics.  

● Assigned   reading   will   include   short  
stories,   whole   class   novels,  
independently   chosen   novels,   news  
articles,   and   historical/social  
studies-related   texts...amongst   others  

Writing  
● Students   will   informally   write   and   jot  

about   their   reading   in   their   Independent  
Reading   Log   daily   and   in   regular  
classwork.   

● Direct   writing   instruction   and   skill-building  
will   take   place   alongside   reading   in   a  
variety   of   genres:   argumentative,  
informational,   narrative,   and   literary  
analysis.  

● Larger,   more   formal   pieces   will   be  
drafted,   revised,   and   brought   to  
“publication”   throughout   the   year.  
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Independent   Reading   
Built   into   the   student   schedule   is   a   class   called   Independent   Reading/Asynchronous   Learning.   The  
Independent   Reading   portion   is   an   extension   of   this   ELA   class.   During   this   time,   students   should   be  
doing   30   minutes   of   independent   reading   at   home   every   day   and   completing   a   Log   that   tracks   their  
reading   followed   by   a   quick   5   minute   jot   of   the   thinking   they   did.   This   reading   will   most   often   come   in   the  
form   of   a   library   book.   If   you   don’t   already   have   a   library   card   for   your   child,   I   highly   recommend   getting  
one   as   the   public   library   will   provide   the   largest   selection   and   most   engaging   reading   selections   for   your  
child.   In   addition   to   in-person   browsing,   the   Itasca   Public   Library   also   offers   curbside   pickup   and   home  
delivery   for   residents.   Other   types   of   reading   such   as   online   news   articles,   graphic   novels,   magazines,  
e-books,   and   audiobooks   are   also   acceptable   forms   of   practice.   If   you   ever   have   any   concerns   about  
the   content   of   the   books   your   child   chooses,   a   good   site   to   reference   is    Common   Sense   Media    where  
you   can   learn   more   about   what   kinds   of   topics   are   addressed   in   specific   books,   movies,   and   games.   
 
TeacherEase  
I   will   update   grades   regularly   on   TE.   My   grading   will   be   weighted   as   follows:   
Assessments/Projects   =   40%  
Daily   Classwork   =   40%  
Participation   =   10%  
Independent   Reading   Logs   =   10%  
 
Late   Work/Extra   Credit  
I   do   not   believe   in   extra   credit   as   I   spend   a   great   deal   of   time   planning   what   I   think   are   valuable  
assignments   to   help   kids   practice   and   grow.   However,   if   a   student   would   like   to   make   revisions   on   a  
previously   turned-in   assignment,   work   may   be   re-submitted   for   consideration.   If   a   child   can   learn   from  
his   or   her   mistakes   and   show   growth,   I   believe   they   deserve   the   appropriate   credit.   I   will   mark   missing  
assignments   with   a   grade   of   zero   if   I   don’t   have   them   at   the   due   date,   but   that   is   only   temporary   and   I  
am   willing   to   work   with   your   child   to   fix   the   problem.   
 

 
Fun   Falasz   Facts   (And   Perhaps   a   Few   Slightly   Boring   Ones):  

● BA   in   English   Literature   from   Elmhurst   College   with   Secondary   Education  
certification   Grades   6-12   and   a   minor   in   History;   MA   in   Reading   Education   from  
Concordia   University  

● High   Quality   Teaching   provided   to   DuPage   area   students   since   2005  
● My   parents   bought   me   a   Nintendo   Entertainment   System   at   age   5   and   I   haven’t  

been   the   same   since  
● Played   Bozo   Buckets   on   The   Bozo   Show   when   I   was   8  
● Tom   Hanks   once   touched   my   shoulder   (the   right   one)   to   initiate   a   conversation   with  

me.   He   and   Ron   Howard   sat   directly   behind   me   at   a   Detroit   Tigers   game   of   all   places.   
● I   collect   vinyl   records   new   and   old  
● Are   you   still   reading   this?   If   so,   I’m   impressed.   
● My   best   friend’s   name   is   Zane.   He   is   two   and   a   half   years   old.   He   is   also   my   son.   He   will  

always   be   my   best   friend   even   through   his   middle   and   high   school   years,   right?   RIGHT?  
● I   am   a   big   football   and   baseball   fan   (Bears   and   White   Sox).   Yeah,   I   know,   Cubs   fans.   Listen,   I  

cheered   for   them   in   2016,   ok?   Anyway,   I   have   been   to   21   of   30   current   ballparks   and   hope   to  
finish   the   rest   within   the   next   five   years   (assuming   we   get   to   actually   go   to   ballparks   by   then).   

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/

